MEMORANDUM


TO:
Cape Elizabeth Town Council


FROM:
Ordinance Committee


DATE:
March 20, 2012


SUBJECT:
Open Space Management Amendments to the Conservation 


Ordinance

The Town Council referred to the Ordinance Committee the task of adapting appropriate sections of the draft Management of Greenbelt and Open Space Plan to ordinance provisions. Attached is a proposed new Article V to be added to Chapter 18, Conservation Ordinance. At the March 19, 2012 meeting, the Ordinance Committee voted 3-0 as follows:

The Ordinance Committee forwards the revised Chapter 18 to the Town Council for consideration at its next meeting and to set for public hearing.

The Ordinance Committee met twice. No public comment was offered at either meeting. Members of the Open Space Management Committee were invited and did attend a meeting. 

The Ordinance Committee lifted large sections of text from the draft management plan to craft the amendments. The Applicability section excludes town open spaces for which there is already a management entity, such as Fort Williams Park (Fort Williams Park Commission) and Athletic Fields (Athletic Director). The definition section includes a definition of encroachment and open space, which is owned or held in easement by the Town of Cape Elizabeth.

The management regulations cover trail closure, hours of operation, encroachments, vegetation damage or removal, tree stands, animal traps, motorized vehicles, and events. The Ordinance Committee expanded on the events section to establish the process by which events on open space could receive approval. This process resembles the current thinking on group use policy at Fort Williams Park.

These draft amendments codify only part of the draft Management of Greenbelt and Open Space Plan and the Town Council should consider adopting the management plan in addition to the attached amendments.
